











ilv, beginning a long process of
seeing to it personally that her
early assurances to her son were
always borne out.

On a holiday morning, observ-
ing a ball game rather closely, he
got his forehead laid open with a
bat, but she bandaged it up and he
went on the excursion riverboat
ride just the same., He felt dizzy
once or twice and got nauseated but
nothing else happened-—-he never
threw up--though his occasional
stammer did date from that time.

Some of his games were in
Shawnee Park on the Ohio and in the
nearby amusement park of Fontaine
Ferry (popularly corrupted to "Foun-
tain Ferrv'"). One involved feeding
tickets without getting your fingers
caught into an electric wringer
running unattended on display.
Harryv Otto lost this game--and the
adult who at last arrived and took
action, instead of shutting the
wringer off reversed it, almost
completing the process of flaying
his mangled hand.

The doctors agreed that ampu-
tation was necessary, but the mother
opted for suspension of the injured
member in a warm soapy saline solu-
tion with the almost detached glove
of skin roughly refitted. After
some doubtful times it healed with
fingers bent, but the mother
straightened this claw with endless
massage and gave the boy a rubber
ball to squeeze interminably.
Eventually it became the stronger
hand, showing no flaws.

(In rather sharp contrast, 1
was early aunt—-embued with the idea
that the only way to avoid accident
was to stay out of danger--a pre-
cept T've followed so well that
1've yet to fracture a bone-—and
the simplest way to stay out of
danger was to stay indoors. Hard
to tell how much of this was en-
forced by them and how much by my
doing what T thought they wanted,
the emotion-fraught master rule
being, "Don't worry aunts.")

One thing we can say about
Harry Otto's run of near-crippling
accidents successfully survived,
taken together with his mother's
deep convictions--it gave him an
abiding distaste for hospitals
("Hate the smell'") and the business
done in them; despiteothers' plans,
he never went to medical school.

Another thing about Harry
Otto's accident-run--it correspond-
ed remarkably with a similar run
suffered by my own father, except
that in his case feet were involved
instead of hands: left foot born
twisted so that he had to wear a
brace on that leg for ten years;
right ankle run over by a horse-car
at age six, tableau of doctors

ot \J

opining, '"Must amputate," and his
father responding, '"No—-if he dies,
let it be as he came into the world,"
protracted but completely success-
ful healing--he became in high school
a notable Chicago track and field
athlete (he also won an oratory
contest); lockjaw from unreported
stepping on a rusty nail, another
six months in bed, cure effected
with a tetanus medicine that had
worked on horses. He worked up to
a full horse dose.

Did this coincidence turn
Harry Otto into a bit of a father
figure for me?

Horatio: ‘'Twere to consider
too curiously, to consider so.

But one thing I am sure of
about Harry's accident-run, it was
the very stuff of weird adventure
stories (for a serious accident 7g
the basic weird adventure story:
the encounter with danger, playing
with it, the brush with death and
crippling, attendant strange cir-

cumstances, the escape and recovery)
while his active childhood in an
extended family provided just the
sort of colorful, workaday, real
living stuff that such a story
needs for background.

The one time Harry's written
for print about the Mouser ("The
Childhood and Youth of the Gray
Mouser," The Dragon, #18, September
1978) he gave him an extended fam-
ily of sorts—-though for shock
value and the honor of evil old
Lankhmar, he turned the aunts and
uncles to whores and pimps. His
The Finzer Family (The Dragon #8
and #9 ran an abridged version), a
juvenile novel about a likeable and
level-headed brood of modern witch-
es, is also pertinent here,.

All this stuff also makes
clear to me why I, the timid and
withdrawing Chicago youth, should
have been fascinated by the revela-
tions of the Louisville youth and
been the one to record in fiction
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